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Preface
Most readers of this e-book are probably familiar with Hobo Highbrow, the protagonist of
my novel "Drømmer om storhet" (2002). Hobo also appeared in my first novel "Harry
var ikke ved sine fulle fem" (1989).

Hobo is a struggling writer with ambitions far beyond most other contempary
Norwegians - apart from the pop group a-ha. In "Drømmer om storhet" a-ha and most
of all Paul Waaktaar-Savoy become an inspiration for Hobo to reach his ultimate goal:
The Nobel Prize of Literature!

A couple or more readers of "Drømmer om storhet" have suggested a sort of map to
follow the book, and this idea was developed to make this guide. In this e-book you will
find photos and information about places that Hobo visits in the book, along with quotes
from the novel. You will also find maps showing where these places are situated. This
means you can use it as a guide if you want to walk in the footprints of Hobo in Oslo.

Some of you will recognize photos and texts from Hobo's Christmas Calendar published
on my website in 2008 or things you've read in "Headlines and Deadlines" a-ha fan
magazine. "Hobo Highbrows guide to Oslo" is a development of both into an e-book.

Annette Schwindt is the co-author of this e-book. She has been the creative force behind
the project and is also responsible for the layout and editing. Quotes are taken from
"The Scoundrel Days of Hobo Highbrow", the English translation of "Drømmer om
storhet".

I know that many readers of "Drømmer om storhet" are planning to visit Oslo in the year
to come, for a-ha concerts or vacation or visiting friends or family. I hope this little guide
can be of some use to you.

Stabekk 15/11/09
Pål H. Christiansen
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1) Verdens Gang, Akersgaten 55.
Newspaper Verdens Gang (VG) is where Hobo worked as a proofreader for many years
until Holm, the editor, fired him because Hobo made some over obvious corrections in
his editorials. After that - according to Hobo - the amounts of errors increased in VG day
by day.

"Everyone makes a mistake - sometime! It's inhuman to not make a single tiny
mistake from time to time. You forget a letter because you're writing so quickly,
a conjunction, or an apostrophe so IT'S becomes ITS or CAN'T becomes CANT.
These are the kind of everyday errors a busy journalist makes and there is no
reason to be embarrassed about them. "We learn from our mistakes," Holm, the
paper's editor, liked to remind us whenever we had a training seminar. But if you
didn't learn from your mistakes, you wouldn't amount to very much."
(The Scoundrel Days of Hobo Highbrow, p.15)

Verdens Gang means "The way of
the

world".

planned

The

by

newspaper
the

was

Resistance

movement during the last part of
World II, and was founded as an
independent daily shortly after the
German

capitulation

in

the

springtime of 1945 (The name was
taken from an earlier magazine and
newspaper published between 1869
and 1923 in Norway). VG was the
first tabloid format paper ever in
Norway, changing format
Today

most

of

the

in 1963.
Norwegian

newspapers are - just like VG quality

tabloids.

In

1981,

VG

replaced Aftenposten as the largest
national newspaper.
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2) Tanum Book Store, Karl Johans gate 37/41.
Hobo stops here in chapter 3 on his way home from work at the newspaper. He has just
been thinking of a-ha and his own ambitions as a writer, of the fact that he hasn’t been
publishing anything for more than ten years.
"I stopped outside Tanum, the bookstore, looking in at the window-display. All
the latest detective novels were there crammed in next to the cookbooks by
celebrity cooks and other people who claimed they knew something about
cooking. There was no serious literary fiction in sight, although the Norwegian
Dictionary had been given its own little corner, no doubt on account of the fact
that it was the start of the new school year. With a shake of my head, I carried
on."
The

bookshop

(The Scoundrel Days of Hobo Highbrow, p.20)
was

founded

in

1832 by Papen (Johan) Dahl in the
name of J.W. Cappelen, and it was
Oslo's first book-shop. In 1879
Hieronimus and Halvard Aschehoug took over the running of the
shop, and in 1880 they moved the
shop to Oslo's main street, Karl
Johans gate 43.

The shop on Karl Johansgate has always been Tanum's flagship store. Gradually new
Tanum shops were opened. The company was owned by the Tanum family from 1928,
when Johan Grundt Tanum bought the bookshop. In 2006 Tanum was sold to the
publishing house N.W. Damm & Søn AS, which is owned by the Danish publisher
Egmont.

In 2007 the two publishing houses Damm and Cappelen (owned by the Swedish
company Bonnier) merged. The new constellation Cappelen Damm AS is the second
biggest publishing house in Norway. Tanum AS is a wholly owned subsidiary of Cappelen
Damm AS.

In November 2002 Pål H. Christiansen was invited to a reading session along with
other writers recommended by the staff at Tanum Karl Johan, including writers of
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cook books and the latest detective novels. Of course he read the part mentioning
this from "Drømmer om storhet", and the audience had a good laugh.

3) National Theatre. Johanne Dybwads plass 1.
Hobo has crossed Karl Johan from the Tanum bookshop and is about to pass the
National Theatre with monuments of Norwegian writers Henrik Ibsen (1828-1906) and
Bjørnstjerne Bjørnson (1832-1910) in front.

"I stopped to look at their faces: Bjørnson slightly pompous, Ibsen deadly
serious. They were two giants, each on their own little mound. Two artists who
had left their mark on this country, each in their own special way."
(The Scoundrel Days of Hobo Highbrow, p.21)
Hobo's love for language and his ambitions make him feel friendly against these two
great Norwegian writers. Hobo is eager to leave his mark too, even if it seems a long
way to go. The National Theatre represents an important place to preserve the
Norwegian language, but is also a symbol of an independent nation. The
beginnings of this theatre was part of the process to establish Norway's dissolution
from the Union with Sweden in 1905.
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The National Theatre in the centre of Oslo is Norway's biggest theatre with three
permanent stages and one auxiliary stage in Torshov (in the East of Oslo). The building
designed by Norwegian architect Henrik Bull opened its doors in 1899 and is often
considered as the home of Henrik Ibsen's plays.

Ibsen and Bjørnstjerne Bjørnson have their statues in front of the theatre and their
names, along with that of Ludvig Holberg, are engraved in big letters on the front of the
theatre.
• Henrik Ibsen (1828 – 1906) was one of Norways most famous writers and
dramatist and is often referred to as "the father of modern drama". In a time when
Europe was following the Victorian values Ibsen's critical plays and texts revealed
the real nature of things behind the facades and were therefore considered as
scandalous by many people of his time.
• Bjørnstjerne Bjørnson (1832 – 1910) was a Norwegian writer who won the
Nobel Prize in Literature in 1903. He also wrote the lyrics to the Norwegian
National Anthem, "Ja, vi elsker dette landet" ("Yes, we love this country").
On the other side of the University Street stands poet Henrik Wergeland (1808-1845).
"Wergeland, though, seemed satisfied to be on his own when I crossed the street
to look at him. And compared to the other two gentlemen, I decided there was
something more life-like and coarse about Wergeland."
(The Scoundrel Days of Hobo Highbrow, p.125)
• Henrik

Wergeland

(1808-1845)

was

a

Norwegian writer and historian of the late
enlightenment

and

romanticism,

known

especially for his poetry and as the initiator of
the Norwegian National Day on May 17th.
Although by the time any celebration of the
constitution had been forbidden by royal decree,
Wergeland stood up against the local authorities
and even held the first public speech. His statues
as well as his grave are still decorated by
schoolchildren and students every year on May
17th. A custom that had been forbidden during
the Nazi occupation because of Wergeland's
efforts to allow Jews to Norway.
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4) Hartvig Nissens skole, Niels Juels gate 56.
Hobos girlfriend Helle is working as a teacher here. Helle loves langauge, just like Hobo,
but is less obsessive about it. She appears like a much more mature person than Hobo in
the novel and mainly keeps calm even in Hobos most selfcentered moments.

"Helle straightened my tie when we reached the entrance of the school. Then she
kissed me and walked off through the school playground. Helle was a popular
teacher and a lot of pupils said "Hi" as she went. A couple of boys even fought to
hold the door open for her but they ended up falling over each other in their
struggle. I watched as Helle opened the door herself and finally disappeared from
view."
(The Scoundrel Days of Hobo Highbrow, p.13/14)
Hartvig Nissen school ("Nissen") was founded in 1849 by school reformator Ole Hartvig
Nissen (1815-1872) as a school for girls. The school was based on his ideas of how a
modern school should be at that time. In 1955 boys were allowed to attend Nissen too.
Nissen was the first school i Norway to establish a music class, and is also renowned for
its drama class and school theatre. Many well known actors and artists have
attended this school.
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5) Hobos apartment, Baldersgt. 4.
Hobo Highbrow moves into an apartment on the ground floor of this building in Pål H.
Christiansens first novel "Harry var ikke ved sine fulle fem" (1989). This is where he is
living when "Drømmer om storhets" starts, too.

"The mess in my apartment was worse
than usual. Boxes of books stood
everywhere and there were bedclothes
in a pile on the floor. It looked like
someone was moving in and moving
out at the same time. As for the sofa,
well it seemed to have disappeared
completely.
I looked everywhere without success,
falling over the boxes of books.
Several hundred copies of The Letter
lined the walls whilst Harry Wasn't All
There was in front of the bed. Berry
Picking lay in a solitary box under the
kitchen table. The boxes of books had
their uses but also disadvantages. In the kitchen, I put hot things on them and in
the bathroom I put my feet up on them when the floor was wet.
When guests visited the apartment I employed the boxes as makeshift stools.
"There's nothing like putting your arse down on a pile of poetry," Higgins liked to
say just before farting. It was his way of giving highfaluting poetry a taste of
grim reality."
(The Scoundrel Days of Hobo Highbrow, p.26)
Pål H. Christiansen himself had a similar flat when he lived here for a while in the
eighties. Notice the stairs coming up from the basement area just by the entrance. This
is where the audience used to leave the Cinema Gimle after a show. Gimle's entrance is
at the corner of Bygdøy Allé and Fredrik Stangs gate.

The grocery shop called "Hermans Hjørne" in the novel was formerly situated in the
same street, closer to the corner of Frognerveien, but now shut down. Helles
apartment is also situated in this area.
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"The shop was chilly and I moved slowly between the shelves. Ordinarily I was a
considerable consumer of 15 watt light-bulbs and crab sold by the kilo. But now I
was out shopping for something for dinner. I was dead hungry and wanted pasta
with tomato sauce quicker than you could say Jack Robinson. As soon as I'd
eaten, I'd get on with crafting literature again."
(The Scoundrel Days of Hobo Highbrow, p.31)

6) Frogner Church bus Stop, Bygdøy Allé 36
This is where Hobo and Haagen jump on the Tårnåsen bus. Hobos spontaneous plan is to
go to visit the place where Paul Waktaar Savoy and Magne Furuholmen once lived.
"When we rounded the corner I saw the Tårnåsen-bus appear at the end of
Bygdøy Allé. I grabbed hold of Haagen and quickly got him across the road to the
bus stop. Here was an opportunity for both of us to increase our knowledge of
terraced houses in Manglerud."
(The Scoundrel Days of Hobo Highbrow, p.108/109)
Bygdøy Allé goes from Solli Plass to Sjølystveien. Constructed in 1890, the boulevard is
famous for the big chestnut trees on both sides of the street. The boulevard is a main
road out of the city to the West, and as the name indicates, this is the direction you go
to the Bygdøy peninsula.
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7) "The Four Hens" (Clodion Art Café). Bygdøy Allé 63.
The local café where Hobo and his friends usually meet. This is where the Poesiexpressen, the art project of Higgins, Haagen and Hobo, has its first show. This café was
established in 1989 and was then the first café in Oslo with art exhibitions.

"I was determined to go back to my flat and get on with my writing as soon as I
got off the tram. On the way, however, I stopped to glance in through the
window of the Four Hens. There wasn't anyone I knew inside, just a couple of old
codgers, each nursing a beer.
I had recently read the proofs for an article about how important it is to drink
sufficient liquid in hot weather. Otherwise things can get pretty nasty for the
intricate mechanism universally known as the body. The article recommended
that you consume 10-15 litres of liquid a day, but I took this with a pinch of salt.
Nevertheless, I hesitated, feeling my shirt sticking to my back. My head was
heavy but my arms were surprisingly light. It occurred to me that my inspiration
might vanish if I didn't do something about the precarious situation
immediately."
(The Scoundrel Days of Hobo Highbrow, p.22)
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8) Huk. Strømsborgveien at Bygdøy.
The beach where Hobo, Helle, Haagen and Higgins have a barbecue. Helle and Hobo play
scrabble and Haagen and Higgins discuss a get together at The Four Hens. Higgins
collects driftwood, plastic cans and rubbish for his new sculpture called “Worstward HO”.

"We weren't the only ones with the idea of going to the beach. A steady stream
of cars and people were heading out towards Bygdøy. It was as if every single
last drop of warmth had to be squeezed out of the sun before everyone settled
for wrapping up in long overcoats to fend off the biting autumn wind.
There were those, of course, that went south during the autumn and winter to
escape the cold."
(The Scoundrel Days of Hobo Highbrow, p.36)

The peninsula Bygdøy or Bygdø
in the South West of Oslo is one
of Norway's oldest cultural
landscapes with some of Oslo's
most popular beaches, including
the Huk where Hobo and his
friends go. There are also
beautiful parks, forests and
several museuems (among them
the Viking Ship Museum,
Norwegian Maritime Museum and the Ship Fram, used by Roald Amundsen and the
Norwegian Museum of Cultural History (Norsk Folkemuseum). There are also the royal
estates Bygdøy Kongsgård and Oscarshall. While in former times there weren't many
people living on the peninsula, the formerly big estates are now split in small pieces to
make room for more people to have their houses there. But some parts like the Kings
Forest and the aforementioned royal estates remain the same.
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9) The monument of Christians Krohg (1852-1925),
painter and writer, who lived in Halvdan Svartes gate
48.
Here is where Haagen is waiting for his friends to pick him up, after he had run through
the cemetery and the park from the chapel.

"We eventually located him [Haagen] on
Halvdan Svartes gate. He was waiting by
the statue of Christian Krohg. What those
two would have to say to each other
wasn't worth talking about. Krohg sat
there on his massive sculpted behind,
looking inspired whilst Haagen stood
there sweating his socks off, dressed in a
dark suit, a saxophone under his arm. He
must have played "Öppna landskap" at
record speed and run like the wind to get
there.
(The Scoundrel Days of Hobo Highbrow,
p.35)

• Christian Krohg (August 13, 1852 - October 16, 1925) was a Norwegian
naturalist painter and illustrator as well as an author and journalist. After his
law studies at the University of Oslo from 1869 to 1873 he continued his
education first in Karlsruhe/Germany and then in Paris/France.

In his artwork he is known for portraying the socially inferior sides of life, like
painting pictures of prostitutes. Krohg's novel Albertine, which tells about this
subject too, caused a scandal when first published in 1886.

From 1890 on he worked as a journalist at the newspaper Verdens Gang for 20
years featuring people in interviews. In 1909 Krohg became professor director
at the Norwegian Academy of Arts, a position he held until his death. The
house in Halvdans Svartes gate is still owned by the family Krohg.
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10) The Western Cemetary, Sørkedalsveien 66.
Hobo's friend Haagen plays at funerals here,
and aunt Hulda Høilund's funeral took place in
the small chapel on the back of the building.
The crematorium mentioned in this scene is in
the same building.

"I could hear the sound of faint music coming
from the grave of Hjalmar Holst-Humperdinck,
the wholesaler. A whiny, somewhat dampened
sound of a saxophone pushed its way between
all the mumbling widows sat on their knees,
planting things on the graves of their wilted
husbands."
(The Scoundrel Days of Hobo Highbrow, p.68)
"I recognised a figure as I passed the Western
Cemetery. A man dressed in black stood
between two trees playing a saxophone. People were on their way into the large
chapel and up from the crematorium chimney climbed thick, viscious smoke. "
(The Scoundrel Days of Hobo Highbrow, p.125)

The Western Cemetary (Vestre
Gravlund) is situated close to
Frogner Park and is the largest
cemetery

in

Cemetery

was

Norway.
inaugurated

The
in

1902 and has naturally laid out
urn graves with stone settings
from 1939. The chapel originates
from 1902 and is designed by
architect

H.C.

Dahl.

In

connection with the cemetery you will find Vestre Krematorium (Western
Crematorium). The city's largest war memorial is situated at Vestre Gravlund (just
behind the Vigeland Sculpture Park). The final home of 331 Soviet, 102 British,
Danish, Jugoslavian, Polish, Swedish and Norwegian citizens.
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11) Borgenbakken.
Just here, where Borgenbakken makes a bend, Hobo spots Paul and Lauren the first time
after leaving Mrs Høilund's house.
"A couple appeared at the top of
the hill pushing a babybuggy. They
were laughing, mucking about. I
suspected that they were two
happy first-time parents enjoying
a walk in the autumn sunshine. A
little family out and about. Dad's
remembered the baby-bottle and
extra diapers. Mum's wrapped up
the little bundle of joy against the
winter that's waiting to pounce
from behind every garden bush."
(The Scoundrel Days of
Hobo Highbrow, p.89)

"Mrs Høilund was lying on the rug in the living room. I saw her through the
living-room window between two cactus plants. What on earth was she doing
down there? Holding her breath in the pursuit of eternal fame in the Guinness
Book of Records? I didn't have a clue. Old ladies and cars are two things that
remain a constant mystery to me."
(The Scoundrel Days of Hobo Highbrow, p.126)
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12) Vinderen.
A small centre in the better part of the West Side. Paul Waaktaar-Savoy's Oslo residence
is in this area.

"All I could see were young wives from the well-to-do houses nearby out
shopping. The back-seats of the cars had empty child-seats. The kids were no
doubt at some Tom Murstad-kindergarten up the hill in deep discussion with
other kids. There was undoubtedly sound-proof sand around all the children's
playgrounds here, and helmets and kneepads for every outdoor game."
(The Scoundrel Days of Hobo Highbrow, p.131)

Here is the ICA Supermarket, in Borgenveien 48. When "Drømmer om storhet" was
published this shop was a bit further down on the corner on the other side of
Holmenveien. This is where Hobe has his only conversation with Paul by the diaper
shelves.
"Everyone in the shop turned around and soon Waaktaar was there, picking his
son up out of the pram.
"Do you now if they have Libero for 2-3 year-olds?," I asked Waaktaar.
The baby had already settled down. Waaktaar looked at me and answered.
"No idea. We use Pampers."
"Pampers?" I said.
"Yes," said Waaktaar."
(The Scoundrel Days of Hobo Highbrow, p. 171)
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100 metres further up is ROOM, a trendy furniture store in Ris Skolevei 1, with a café.
This is where Hobo spots Paul the first time:
"I was stunned. It was Mr Waaktaar himself! This time in a sweater and with a
baby! Here he was a bright autumnal morning, no doubt working on the lyrics to
his come-back album.
It was quite amazing, really. Father and pop star in one. I was impressed."
(The Scoundrel Days of Hobo Highbrow, p.129)

The old building right in the centre of Vinderen between Borgenveien and the
subway burnt down in 2008. Here was the restaurant Jeppes where Paul Waaktaar
Savoy and Pål H. Christiansen met the press together when "Drømmer om storhet"
was published in 2002.
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13) Havreveien at Manglerud
The street where Paul grew up. Will Hobo and Helle buy a house here?
"I had quite forgotten how deeply in need of physical contact young boys are in
Manglerud," said Haagen. "Magne Furuholmen and Pål Waaktaar sat there once
upon a time playing music, clapping along in time with a metronome, closeted in
a basement. Maybe they gave each other a bit of a massage to help with a stiff
neck. Or healing by placing their hands on each other? Touch me!"
(The Scoundrel Days of Hobo Highbrow, p.105)

Manglerud was built in the
1960s as a suburb to Oslo,
connected by the Oslo Tbane metro system. It
consists mainly of blocks of
flats, but also some terraced
houses like in Havreveien,
where both Pål Waktaar and
Magne Furuholmen lived
when they started to play
together as young boys.

14) Tårnåsen
This is where Hobo and Haagen end up when taking the Tårnåsen bus out of pure
curiosity. Nothing's happening there, they agree.
"On the way back we sat in silence, each of us lost in our own thoughts. Even
though I was a bit disappointed, at least we knew a bit more about life in this
little part of the world. Now we could go home again and get on with our lives, I
thought, without having to give Tårnåsen another thought for the remainder.
And if anyone ever asked about Tårnåsen, we could say: "Did you say Tårnåsen?
I've been there. It's a hovel."
(The Scoundrel Days of Hobo Highbrow, p.112)
Tårnåsen is east of Kolbotn in Oppegård outside Oslo. The area was developed in
the 1960- and 70-ties.
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